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Three more orphans in Vishwaneedam

Rahin, Shushanta and Sindhu are the new children in
Vishwaneedam. They do not only attend Gaiatreeschool
but have been living with us for almost two months now.
With Ramprasad, who has been here ever since the
beginning, we host fours orphans now, three boys and
one girl. Twinkle and Ananta have been struggling to
give a new home to orphans since the project started. In
Orissa, the number of homeless children and orphans
keeps increasing. The main reason for this is the living
situation of the families. Parents often work away from
home, for example in coal mines or manufacture bricks.
Working conditions are bad. Back home, many of them
fall sick and diefrom the consequences of their illnesses.
The children are taken care of in their village
communities or by relatives but they are pushed in a
corner of society. The State does little to improve the

situation. 

Foto: Diwa with Rahin and Shushanta 
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Incredible India – charity event in Hartau/Germany

About 70 guests had followed our invitation to „Alter Kretscham“
in the village of Hartau, Germany. After a yoga lesson and also a
children’s yoga class with Jens we started our virtual trip across
the Indian subcontinent. We even experienced an Indian
wedding. The 900 pictures presented that night took our guests
to a world full of mysteries, deities, contrasts, and exotic
fragrances. We covered the Buddhist north of India with Ladakh,
a visit to the Dalai Lama, then headed south to the beaches of
Kerala, to the tea plantations of Darjeeling, and finally the
sanctuaries of Hinduism in Konark. During the break, Aloo Gobi,
Dhal and rice was served. 
At the end oft he day, we had collected 240 Euros, which could for

example be used for the first Agarbatti machine (see article below). A whole family could fund their
lives this way. 

A great thanks to Schkola, which provided the room fort he charity event. 
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New – short video clips on our website

Thanks to some additional tools for our web
management we are now able to provide video clips
online on 
www.gaiatreesschool.org. We want to upload more in the
future. So it’s worth checking out our homepage again.
Videos: Aktuelles 

Our website has gone through a general update during
the last weeks. Besides our project in Orissa, we present
other activities that we would like to support in the future
as well. 

We thank Mister Hojenski at ISS Oberlausitz, who has
been supporting us with our website from the very
beginning. www.bluepage-cms.com 

Besides the web, you can find news in KORAX magazine issued by Schkola schools every quarter oft he
year. 

Read more on www.schkola.de

Kanti has become a teacher at Gaiatreeschool- Bablu left

We were deeply shocked when Twinkle informed us in the end
of September that Bablu was going to leave Gaiatreeschool. I
had tried to convince him to stay but he had made is decision
already. He had been offered an office job in the public sector
where he earns more and works less, he said. We are
especially disappointed because our cooperation with Bablu
was marked by great progress over the last years. We had
even invited him to Germany in the upcoming year. Of course,
we wish him all the best and fulfillment in his new job. 

Fortunately, Kanti had contacted us in summer. She comes
from Dhandamunda which is 10 km away and applied as a
teacher. She moved to Vishwaneedam two months ago,
became a community member and has been an integral part
of our school since October. So currently, Twinkle, Rita, and Kanti work together in the school. They are
supported by Ananta and Diwa. Twinkle is responsible for English lessons, Kanti for Math, and Rita for
Oryia. They prepare the project lessons together. Diwa takes care of the orphans and lives in the
school.
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Free Learning: Family House

One of our teaching patterns at Gaiatreeschool is free
learning. The teachers ask the children what they would
like to do in the beginning of the day. Last time, on of
the groups decided to design and build several family
houses. Nikki suggested making an iglu from fabric,
Mukesh wanted a birdhouse and Shovit made a puzzle
matching the topic. And then, the material collection
stated. In the end, all children proudly presented their
results.

Total 25 children at Gaiatreeschool

Our worries that the parents were alienated by the frequent
staff changes at school turned out unnecessary. 25 children
are now enrolled at Gaiatreeschool. 11 new children have been
accepted fort he new school year. Here’s a list of all our
pupils: 

Evan (7) Jishnu (6), Shovit (6), Swagat (6), Nikki (8),
Samyaranjan (6), Mukesh (8), Swadhin, (6), Krishna (5),
Sonali (5), Jasmita (5), Nikita (6), Shikka (8), Bashanti (7). 
new children: 
Shantanu (4), Pankajini (5), Sarojini (5), Kasturi (5), Kamla
(5), Priya (7), Dharini (6), Ishwara (4), Piyush (4), Sushanta
(8), Rehan (9) 

There are four learning groups for Math, English, and Oriya. During project lessons, they learn together
regardless of age. 

If you would like to sponsor one of our new pupils please don’t hesitate to contact us! 
mike.wohne@gmail.com 

Foto: Diwa and Rita in the outdoor class room 
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School roof had to be made weather-proof provisionally

The school roof had tob e made weather-proof before
monsoon began. The concrete bridges had gotten cracks
already which allowed water to get inside. Until the final
solution, corrugated aluminium sheeting protects the building.

For the construction of another school building, Eugen has
donated 200,000 rupees. We thank you very much for this
great support! 

Agarbathi – Divine fragrance for independence

Ourproject „Agarbathi“ for incense stick manufacturing is still
in ist initial phase. The training courses in the village have
started (phase 1, see graph below) but manufacturing has not
yet started except for one test run. However, the next steps
are quite clear. According to Ananta, additional manufacturing
machines have to be ordered to achieve a reasonable output
amount. One machine costs around 20,000 Rupees and can
reach outputs of 30 kg of incense sticks in 10 manufacturing
hours. Currently, productivity is 12 kg. Altogether, we will need
20 machines. 

I still think this is a promising project and would like to
support it with a share oft he donations we receive. In
February, I will go to Vishwaneedam and discuss the conditions with Ananta and everybody involved in
the project. For more information see Agarbathi 

Foto: Women from the community and the surrounding villages are taught how to roll incense 

Project plan Stages 1 till 6
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Up to date: Yoga & Meditation classes in Thailand

In March, two yoga and medidation classes will take place in northern Thailand, Chiang Mai. If you are
interested you can get informed and enroll if you follow this link: Thailand You will also find further
organizational details there.
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Falls Sie diesen Newsletter in Zukunft nicht mehr erhalten möchten, verwenden Sie bitte den folgenden
Link: http://www.gaiatreeschool.org/index.php?lg=de&id=...&mail=...&nl_del=...

Gaiatree Foundation/ Turla - Orissa 
Redaktionsleitung: Mike Wohne 
Redakteure: Twinkle, Ananta, Mike 
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